Sketchbook Assignments


Ms. Kay-Rivera
Your sketchbook should go everywhere with you to capture interesting things that you see. Plan time in your day to draw or do spontaneous sketches when you see something unique.  These exercises are simple and can be applied to various art mediums.  You do not have to do them in pencil, when appropriate try using: different types of pencils, pens, crayons, charcoal, burnt matches, pastels, markers, watercolors, acrylic paint anything that will make a mark.

Some tips:
~Do not try to make “perfect” drawings. Make mistakes, the sketchbook is meant for practicing techniques and taking risks.

~ALWAYS FILL the page you are working on. Go off the edges whenever possible. Do NOT make dinky drawings in the center of the page and orphan the sketch.  Make every inch count.

~ALWAYS finish what you start, even if you don’t like it.  Go back and try to rescue the idea and make it into something else.  You might make something great, it can’t get any worse right?

****************************************************************************************************
Assignments- these sketches will be due each week on Tuesday at the start of class.  
Sketches are Homework Grades and are worth 25% of your grade.  You will receive full credit on your Sketchbook if you put forth a good effort.  
Sketches need to be done outside of class when looking at the object in person or from a photo reference.  Failure to follow directions will result in reduced credit.  Late Work- will receive reduced credit (-2pts per day late) and may be turned in up to 2 days late.  Work that is not complete at the start of class is also late.
Sketches need to be drawn from real life or a photo (computer or magazine). Drawing these from your memory does not count or help make your drawing more realistic.

Week

1.  Draw the interior of your room or another room in your house or a building as if you were standing inside the room.  Add collage elements from a magazine or sales ad for lamps, furniture, etc. Create 1 for your grade.
2. Look at all your school supplies, arrange them and draw 3 contour and 3 gesture line drawings from different angles.  Some could be close-ups.

3. Take a look at the different features and details on the face. Draw the face - 2 contour and 2 gesture sketch.

4. Arrange some food and draw a still life.  Draw 2 sketches, look for shadows, highlights, pattern, overlapping parts and show these in your sketch. Items should look 3D, not flat.
5. Draw dishes in the cupboard, piled in the sink, on the table, in the dishwasher, wherever.  Draw 2 contour and 2 gesture sketches from different angles.

6. Draw 4 different hands (adults, kids, teens, elderly, different races) in various angles.  Look for shadows, highlights, pattern, overlapping parts and show these in your sketch.  

7. Cut up common or exotic fruits or vegetables in unusual linear ways.  Find the patterns that the seeds make and look for the texture on the skin and on the part you eat.  Draw 2 contour and 2 gesture line drawings from different angles. Then eat whatever is left!
8. Draw 4 different shoes (sandal, gym, dressy, dance, slipper) in various angles.  Look for shadows, highlights, pattern, overlapping parts and show these in your sketch.  You may use magazine photos as a reference, include these on the page.

9. Draw a pile a laundry.  Look for shadows, highlights, pattern, overlapping parts and show these in your sketch. Draw 2 contour and 2 gesture sketch.

10. Draw 4 small appliances in the house: hair dryer, blender, toaster, coffee maker, mixer, stereo, etc.  Include shading and details.

11. Draw 4 different views of bugs, either real or fake.  You may use magazine or internet images as a reference, include these on the page.  Look for interesting symmetry, lines, curves, etc., and draw it.

12. Draw 3 sketches of toys of your choice, for kids or animals.  Include shading and details.

13. Draw 3 kitchen utensils: silverware, whisk, pizza cutter, spatula, measuring cups, etc. 
14. Draw 4 different feet (adults, kids, teens, elderly, different races) in various angles.  Look for shadows, highlights, pattern, overlapping parts and show these in your sketch.  You may use magazine photos as a reference, include these on the page.

15. Draw 4 different chairs/seats: arm chair, stool, school chair, desk chair, etc.  Look for interesting symmetry, lines, curves, negative space, etc., and draw it.  Draw 2 contour and 2 gesture sketches.

16. Draw 4 different pieces of jewelry (wrist watch, necklace, bracelet, earrings, charm, lapel pin).  Look for details, highlights, pattern, overlapping parts and show these in your sketch. 
17. Draw 4 animals of your choice.  Include shading, fur texture and details.

18. Play around with geometric and organic forms, interlocking and overlapping to create an interesting composition, then color the parts.  This can be done with cutout shapes or drawn shapes (like Matisse). Create 2 of these compositions.

This complete list and deadlines can be found at www.JKay-Rivera.weebly.com

