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Draw one of the people below using the three spatial net techniques in pictures A, B and C
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Drawing & Painting
Sketchbook Week 5- Spatial Nets for Drawing People
Draw a person (in real life or from a photo) using the spatial net techniques in pictures  A, B, C
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1 Spatial nets

An artist can indicate form by using lines, drawn
like the texture of fine hairs, to follow the
contours of bumps and hollows. Lines drawn
closely together form darker tones than those
drawn further apart, and this optical effect
creates light and dark areas. When using this
technique, it is vital you always think of the solid
forms you are overlaying with lines. The result
will miraculously reveal the volumes and masses
you are describing.

Directional lines
Above, this drawing of an eye is
created by a series of parallel lines,
running along the direction of the
forms. Like plow furrows on a hill, the
fines flow along the ridges and

hollows. This technique s very often
used n etchings and engravings where
the tones have to be created by
building up multiple layers of lines. In
the drawing of Churchill’s head

(far right on opposite page), the artist
used a brush and the ink strokes flow
across the forms ke the texture of bark
onatree trunk

Mapping a head
Right, the drawing describes a head by
the technique of contours. Each lines
of connected points of equal height on
the face. This method, which is usually
used in cartography to describe hills
and valleys, has been produced here
by a computer scanning a person’s
face. To produce a drawing by this
method, you would have to examine
very carefully “altitudes’ on the face,
‘and you would have to ignore colors,
textures, tones and light and shade
effects.

TASK 29

Encasing volumes
Place tracing paper over the self-
portrait (Task 2] and carefully plot
center lines, making an altitude
map of your face.

Alinear net
Below, the three drawings show how
aseries of parallel lines following the
contours of a face, when overlayed,
can create a sense of form. Drawing (A]
is of vertical lines running down a face,
drawing (B] s of horizontal lines. As
both were drawn on tracing paper, it
was possible to overlay them and the
resulting combination (C) reveals the
hollows and bumps of a face.
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