Student Artist’s Name___________________________
Date_________
Pd___


Personal Criteria serves as a model to accurately measure your artistic intentions. 

PART I: Develop an Artist’s Proposal about your concentration. (100—200 words) 

Include an “essential question” within the proposal.  

What is an essential question? An essential question is the essence of the issue, the heart of the matter. Think of questions about your series or in your life that fit this definition – keep it thoughtful and intriguing.  Will we keep pondering this question throughout the series?  Avoid yes or no essential questions. 

Keep your essential question broad in scope and timeless by nature, but make it personal and perpetually arguable, such as – What is justice?  How can we fix the world’s hunger problem? How far should we tamper with our own biology and chemistry?  
As we begin to defend our investigations and arrive at possible answers throughout our concentrations we may change our minds in response to reflection and experience.  These changes are not only expected but beneficial.  Our essential question might end up raising new questions, so keep an open mind from one work to the next.

PART 2: DEVELOP A PARAGRAPH  that sums up you as an artist.

 
STUDENT EXEMPLAR:

“My series reflects certain expectations and norms of society compared with the opposite of that view. I explored themes such as: physical appearance, self-consciousness, love, religion, war, wealth, and freedom of the mind and soul. 
Each painting belongs in either a diptych or triptych to further highlight the contrasting ideas.”  – Katie Emmitt, 2010 NAEA Rising Star & 2010 ArtQuest “Best of Show” Winner

PART 3: CONCISE YOUR PARAGRAPH DOWN TO ONE SENTENCE  

SENTENCE: ___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.
PART 4: WHAT 3 WORDS SUM UP YOUR ARTISTIC STYLE
Begin with one “Big Word” that sums everything up and use a Circle Map to help you come up with measurable descriptions of your style.

This 3 Word Personal Criteria should also be how you want to be graded, so it must be visually measurable.

[image: image1.png]



Katie’s Personal Criteria:

Realism
-Accurate colors 
 in shadows and light
-Accurate shapes and form (3D quality)
-Accurately reflects my subject’s appearance


Successful Background
- Creates depth, includes text (mostly unreadable)
- Doesn’t lose the viewer in detail --
  should lead the viewer into the foreground.
PART 5: WHAT IS YOUR PERSONAL ASSESSMENT CRITERIA for measuring your artistic intentions throughout your series?  (Consider incorporating Elements & Principles of Design within your criteria)

  

  

  

Reflect and Define Personal Criteria

















Abraham Lincoln was summed up as: “He preserved the union and freed the slaves.”


Ernest Hemmingway once wrote a story in just 6 words: “For Sale.  Baby Shoes.  Never Worn.”





Damian Loeb has been quoted as stating: “All successful art must contain a question and an answer.  Both of these elements should be contained within the structure of the individual pieces.  














